Newsletter July 2021
Increased Government funding for cycling not used, but road building on the increase in East Sussex.
According to Government statistics there has been a 40% increase in cycle deaths in 2020. This is despite the Dept for Transport saying
the they have set aside significant funds for cycling infrastructure. Meanwhile road construction goes ahead at a pace in Sussex. This
includes:
£75 million A27 East of Lewes - One of a package of four schemes to reduce congestion on the A27. Start date Spring 2020. End date
2023. Cost £75 million.
£25.8 million -A259 in Angmering and Littlehampton to dual carriageway The scheme has already seen a significant increase in
cost, up £10.5m from an initial budget of £15.3m to a new budget, approved in June 2019, of £25.8m, including a risk element priced at
approximately £1.5m.7 Jun 2021
£55 million A29 realignment scheme - The cost of the entire scheme has given cause for concern, having risen from an estimated
£35.1m in December 2017 to more than £55m today.
£21.364 million Lyminster Bypass (North) road scheme The total estimated cost for the scheme is £21.364m and it is jointly funded
by the Coast to Capital Local Economic Partnership, West Sussex County Council and private developer contributions.
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£23 million A2300 Burgess Hill corridor improvements scheme The estimated cost for the proposed scheme is £23m and it is jointly
funded by the Department for Transport, developer's contributions and WSCC.
£164 million M23 junctions 8 to 10: Upgrading 11 mile (18km) stretch of the M23 near Gatwick Airport to a 'smart motorway', Cost
£164 million.
£320 million A27 Grey Route Arundel Bypass Highways England has awarded a contract worth around £320M to Bam Nuttall, Aecom
and Mace for work on the A27 Arundel bypass in West Sussex.
Highways England is also looking at a brand new off-line dual
carriageway route between Polegate & Lewes.
A report produced by SCATE East Sussex: Starting from the wrong place,
highlights how much the proposals for a new dual carriageway from Lewes
to Polegate would cost and the damage it would cause. The report was
launched in 2020 at a physically distanced demonstration along the likely
route of the proposed road near Ripe.
With a probable price tag of £1 billion pounds, this road would cause
significant harm to wildlife habitats and to the South Downs National Park,
just to save a few minutes driving time. Time that motorists can then waste
in the extra congestion that would be created in Lewes and Eastbourne.
This would render the whole project pretty pointless and an expensive white
elephant.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QVMS1627M7k&feature=youtu.be
All this road building comes at the time that the Government has finally published its long awaited”Transport Decarbinisation Plan”. Read
Cycling UK’s critique of this plan in the attached link

https://www.cyclinguk.org/article/it-transport-decarbonisation-plan-or-just-plan-electric-traffic-jams
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Get your bike registered to deter thieves! Come to our bike registration events.
Bike theft is a problem across the UK & in Lewes. According to the aggregated data, a whopping 74,573 bikes were reported stolen in
England and Wales in 2020. And bicycle theft is not uncommon in Lewes.
It is therefore important to lock your bike safely (preferably indoors overnight), and attached to an immovable object such as a bicycle
stand. All too often thieves take advantage of bikes left without adequate protection, especially those which are left in areas which are
not frequented by passers-by.
You are 83% more likely to have your bike stolen if it’s not ‘Bike Register’ marked. If your cycle isn’t registered online the police are unlikely to help
you recover it. https://www.bikeregister.com

Over the next two months Cycle Lewes is offering free bike registration for
cyclists in Lewes. We will be registering bikes on:
•Saturday, 31st July, Dr Bike at Harvey’s Yard (Rear), 10:00-12:00
•Wednesday, 4th August, Depot, Pinwell Lane, 15:00 17:30
•Saturday, 14th August, Lewes Precinct, 09:00-12:00
•Sunday, 15th August, Nevill Green, 10:00-12:00
•Wednesday, 25th August, Erridge Green, Landport 17:00 - 19:305pm
•Thursday, 9th September, Lewes Precinct, 09:00-12:00
•Sunday, 19 th September, ‘Planet Party’, Railway Land, 10:0016:00
(students/staff only)
So come along and get your bike registered.
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•Thursday, 23 rd September, ESx College Fresher’s Fair, 11:0015:00 tbc

Low Traffic Lewes Project
As set out in our last newsletter, Cycle Lewes has joined forces with Lewes Living
Streets to produce a design for a Low Traffic High Street in Lewes – a design which puts
people before cars, and which has support across the community and can be
implemented as soon as funds become available.
We have already raised £8500 to carry out a Shoppers Survey, a Through-traffic Survey
and some preliminary design work. And we have now raised £1500 towards the
estimated £5000 we need for the full design. However, we still need an extra £3500
which we are raising through our crowd funding page
Thank you to those who have contributed financially to our Crowdfunding campaign and
completed the Residents/Visitors Survey. We have been encouraged by the response.
However, We still need to raise a lot more funding so if you can contribute & encourage
friends and neighbours , then that would be very helpful. The Visitors Survey will take place in August and will be undertaken by a
market research company.
We have delayed commissioning the through-traffic survey until October due to reduction in traffic volumes in Lewes during the road
works at Earwig Corner. Meanwhile we are planning to meet with Urban Movement who we hope to commission to development plans for
the re-design of our High Street.
For more information on the project, go to the attached link https://www.cyclelewes.org.uk/low-traffic-lewes/
And if you want to make a contribution to this project, go to our just giving link. https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lowtrafficlewes?
utm_term=e4a56bk6j
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20’s Plenty Campaign

Calls to introduce new speed limits in towns and villages across East Sussex have failed to win the
backing of a senior county councillor.
https://www.theargus.co.uk/news/19409437.east-sussex-20mph-speed-limit-fails-win-cabinetbacking/?ref=twtrec
Cycle Lewes supports the 20s Plenty campaign https://www.livingstreets.org.uk/policy-and-resources/
our-policy/20mph & we asked Cllr Johnny Denis (Ringmer and Bridge) what more can we do after the
failed attempt to get ESCC to change their policy and approach to speed limits. He suggested 3 things:
1:

Sign the petition:

https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/20splenty?source=direct_link&amp

2:

Ask your Town and Parish Councils to pass a resolution in favour of 20mph in residential areas in Lewes & surrounding villages

3:

Lobby the Leader of the Council: cllr.keith.glazier@eastsussex.gov.uk and rupert.club@eastsussex.gov.uk the Director of
Transport & Environment

Help Needed
Cycle Lewes has a growing membership and profile within the town and district. We
are entirely run by volunteers, and need new members to help us with our activities.
We need volunteers to work alongside our Committee Members to:
*

Run our stalls and Bike Register events;

*

Help us hold more events in your road/street
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*

Help with funding proposals

*

Undertake research on routes & signage

*

Help organise cycle rides around Lewes in September for those new to Lewes & those returning to cycling

*

Volunteers with design and social media work & skills would be particularly welcome

If you are interested in any of these, please contact us on info@cyclelewes.org.uk
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